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command from Jesus

PREPARATION FOR THE COMING OF THE SPIRIT

In my Pentecostal upbringing much emphasis was plac'ed on the com.
ing of the Holy Ghost but not on what transpired while the disciples
waited for it. What was really going on among these believers
Graduation is wonderful, but the education that leads to graduation js
the object of the experience . . . in the long run education makes grad-
uation pale in comparison. Perhaps the preparation for the event was
much more significant than the event itself. They waited together in
the same room for ten days. What if the waiting afforded them the op-
portunity for reconciling relationships? These disciples had issues with

each other and I can visualize them inidally going to different parts of
the room with the group and leader they most identifie re

they were, stunned by the recent events, without the physical

of their Teacher and with a command v
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The Upper Room - aa

_ I esus had left John responsible for Mary, Jesus” mama, and she had
* <ons. Imagine that dynamic. In the mix of waiting disciples were
Genl:ll-‘-s whom Jesus had touched and I am sure this caused some
nation among the Jewish believers. Now Mary Magdalene with
aposedly spurious past was on her own without Jesus to cover her.
out the Pharisee Nicodemus? Could he be trusted? After all, he
nember of the Sanhedrin. He was from headquarters. And Joseph
his tomb—he was rich and therefore automatically suspect.

1 Jolk- with church folk issues, waiting for the promise of
for ten days they waited, together in one room.

ve that the Spirit could have fallen as soon as they arrived but
have been thwarted. Thax’swhyjesussentthemup-
=someon&wondered, “Why didn’t Jesus just give
about?” That’s where the church is
ns, appreciating our histories, per-
s, each one in his or her corner of
to reconcile ourselves to each
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started moving out of their corners and cliques and seeking tg find sy,
to be with one accord. a5

The greatest manifestation of the power of God comes when
work together to find ways to be together and do justice together an:l
love together and stand together.

In 1906 in Los Angeles a revival broke out in a small missjop i
Azusa Street, led by Rev. William J. Seymour. This revival marked the
beginning of the modern day Pentecostal movement. The event hys
been reduced over time to a group of people displaying external “signs
and wonders” such as speaking in tongues, healings, and prophecy, with
little meaning to most people today. But the power of that Pentecostal
revival was not in the external manifestations of speaking in tongues and
healings but in the miracle of black and white people worshipping to-
gether, men and women preaching together and decrying racism and
sexism by their very presence in one place. The Spirit still moves when
we move past our prejudices and differences.

And when they were with one accord in one place there came
sound, a rushing mighty wind, the wind of the Spirit that brings life to
dry bones, and the fire of the Spirit that illuminates the shadows where
some used to dwell, and the tongues . . .

The tongues came to make the message of the love of Jesus under-
stood to everyone. We all need to hear it in a way we can understand it.

'Cause everybody ought to know who Jesus is. Our challenge is not

how to receive the Spirit, but rather how to receive each other, so the
Spirit can freely come!
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stitution simply has to create a villain so heinous that such a response
seems warranted. You can see the process of creating a villain ip any ac-
tion film, and by the end of the movie our sainted mothers will cqf] for
the villain’s blood if the scriptwriter and the actor can make him or her
look evil enough in the earlier scenes.

Fear is controlling and it holds creative, innovative, and effervescent
people hostage . . . particularly if there is someone to point to whe tried
and failed at what we are attempting. “See what happened to Jim when he
stepped out . . . the same thing will happen to you if you take that risk”
We listen, we stop, the years go by, we regret it, and we despair.

Mount Sinai represents fear. Many of us were trained to associate
God and religion with fear. Listen to the words that describe Mount
Sinai.

Gloomy darkness, tempest or whirlwind, fire or multiple lighting
flashes—a terrifying place thought of as the habitation of God. The
voice of God is described as so frightening and awesome that the peo-
ple begged that God talk to Moses only and then Moses could tell them
what God said. This was not a description of a relational loving God.

These images invoke thoughts of the history of Christianity—
crusades, inquisitions, hangings, blood, burnings, excommunications,
and trials by drowning, slavery, the subjugation of women, and the abuse
of same gender loving people. It reminds us of Bible-based manifest des-
tiny and patriarchy, black clothes and starched shirts, starched skirts and
starched hearts . ... selfish piety with no regard for or kindness to those
who are different. I see images of Afghani and Iraqi mothers crying for
mercy for their children to the same God the American mothers cry ;:
People have done frightful things because t ered i
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with a loving God, they are less likely to fall vietim to “God handlers”
who use God as a violent pit bull under their commang. |
But notice the balance of the chapter that SUggests that a shaking is
coming so that the things that cannot be shaken will be revealed and
will remain. Let us remember with godly and relational reverence that
we have received a reign of God that is full of grace and not terror and
we are obligated to free ourselves from religious tyranny and then to set
about freeing others. When I fly on commercial airplanes the flight at-
tendant mantra includes a piece that says, “In case of a loss of cabin
pressure, oxygen masks will drop down . . . put your mask on first, then
assist children and those in need of your assistance.” Encourage yourself
first and then encourage all people to think, and not to check their brain
at the door of the church. Encourage yourself and others to vote with
your feet, if you are under oppressive fear-based theology. e
If you are on Sinai, move. If you look hac.k a:rd see t}t\h&rsistt.
there, tell them to move. When you hear our nation’s rehgmza kllﬂ‘- I;:H
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MOTHER MARY

Liutke r:26-31

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town
in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was
Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one!
The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus.” (Luke 1:26-31)
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Why did Mary choose Elizabeth? There had 1o be s .

the past that made her know her cousin would offer s;(:; ?t"hcthmg in
sranding. Maybe Elizabeth had a warm kitchen with l-h ftt‘ a:ut u‘n._du]-_
hread and a ready ear for troubled souls. Perhaps Uth;— “Tnc Is of fresh
found their way to }:1*31‘ with the religious hounds on rhm:(t::f B

What a splendid reputation Elizabeth had . . . one you can ¢o 10 in
rrouble. : &

Elizabeth took hold of Mary with work-worn hands, took hold of
her tenderly and said the things that built her up for what was to come.
Elizabeth kept Mary close for three months, as long as it took to fortify
Mary for what was ahead. '

So great was this love and support that it took Mary through
birthing in a stable, being a refugee in Egypt, being rejected by her
home town, watching her son move closer and closer to his destiny, giv-
ing him direction, loyally supporting him, yet fearing for his life ... be-
cause he was special, so he was vulnerable.

She could not protect him from his destiny. Every confrontation
with the status quo brought him closer to his death; and she knew, as
mothers do, that it was bigger than the both of them.

Yet remembering the love-support of her cousin/mother hmugh.t
Mary comfort and strengthened her res darkest hour,
and she stood firm while her son Jesus W
rested, tried, and executed.
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